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ABSTRACT

This study explores the landscape of knowledge production in the field of social work m India,
endeavouring to understand the conceptualisation of social work knowledge, knowledge production
methods, and its alignment with the profession’s knowledge requirements. The study has conceptualized
social work knowledge as the type of knowledge that social workers process and apply in their practice
settings; acknowledging its mmitidisciplinary, elusive, fluid, and overlapping characteristics; whether
produced by social workers or borrowed from other academic fields; imdependent of its methods of
knowledge production, and paradigmatic differences. This knowledge cnables social workers to
comprehend issues, design and implement interventions, evaluate outcomes, and make informed decisions
based on core social work values, principles, ethics, philosophy, history, etc. Conceptualization of social
work knowledge carries methodological implications for knowledge production, and the study explores the
methods used in social work knowledge production including incorporating indigenous epistemologies and
perspectives. The study employs a qualitative content analysis employing matrices to delve into data from
various sources, including four major Indian social work journals listed in the UGC Care List, Web of
Science, or Scopus indices, covering articles published between 2016 and 2020. It also incorporates
interviews and group discussions with social work academicians and practitioners drawn from different
regions of India and observations from four social work conferences. The sample was sclected using
purposive and convenience sampling techniques. Data analysis was conducted both within each dataset and
across multiple datasets to gain insights into social work knowledge production in India. Key findings
suggest a predominant view among social work academics in India that conceptualizes social work
knowledge as prescriptive knowledge aimed at solving practice-related problems, produced mainly through
intervention studies. Despite the prevalent belief in iniervention-ceniric research, the study highlights a
significant gap between this conceptunalization and actual research practices.

The emphasis on the practice dimension {operational knowledge) of the profession has, in some ways, has
resulted in the neglect of its basic knowledge base that deals with the social work principles, history,
philosophy, researclh, methods of social work practice, ethics, and theoretical frameworks that shape the
profession. While there is evident methodological plurality and a noticeable shift towards qualitative
research in high-standard journals indicating an increased focus on pragmatism, a predominant focus on
quantitative descriptive methods persists in educational settings and conference preseniations. However,
there is a glaring lack of infervention studies and prescriptive knowledge creation. Yel challenges persist in
integrating qualitative and mixed methods research, indigenous epistemologies, and addressing systemic
issues. Furthermore, the absence of critical engagement with systemic and structural issues in research
highlights the necessity of adopting methodologies that challenge dominant narratives and tackle the
systemic and structural factors perpetuating social problems. The findings carry profound implications for
both social work research education and research practice.
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